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South Bay Teens: 10 to Watch

“My grandfather as well as my father are both 
extremely experienced and skilled racers,” notes 
Henry, a seventh-grader at Chadwick School. “My 
grandfather was a world champion on two wheels in 
1965, and my father raced both cars and motorcycles, 
winning countless races and championships.”  

From ages 5 to 9, young Henry raced motorcycles 
himself, until his father realized the levels were moving 
up very quickly in terms of speed but down in safety. 

“It got to a point where the people that I used to 
race motorcycles with were going 160 mph on 600cc 
motorcycles,” he says. “They all walked around with 
permanent limps, and eventually one of them died. So 
I began racing karts competitively when I was 10.” 

Whenever Henry has a break during homework, he 
says he just about always uses his race simulator. 

“One month, I used the simulator a lot,” he admits. 
“Every minute of free time was spent on the simulator. 
At the end of that month, I got pole position, won the 
race and set the track record at K1 Speed Torrance.”  

At the Challenge GP Adult League at K1 Irvine, 
Henry was the only first-timer and non-adult to 
compete with 21 other racers. After qualifying the 
second round in first, the driver who qualified second 
asked, “Which one of you qualified first?” 

Henry responded, “I did.”
When that driver bragged how he was going to pass 

him “cleanly,” both Henry and his dad played along as 
they rolled the kart onto the track and waited for the 
green flag. Henry won. 

“I named this memory ‘The Fairy Tale,’” he says.

HENRY MORSE, 13, Redondo Beach

“I cannot live my life 
being a ‘businessman.’ 

I have to have 
something more.”
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