
Community Service 
at Chadwick School

“We have no choice; we are all involved; we must participate in one way 
or another in helping to solve not just our own country’s problems, but 

problems all over the world, and perhaps most important of all is finding 
our own individual way of giving. We must all search for our own special 

talents and interests. Study yourselves; make choices; prepare to do 
something constructive for humanity. Become pioneers!”

— School founder Margaret Lee Chadwick, 
in her speech to the graduating class of 1979

For more information about Chadwick’s 
community service program, contact:

Becky Noble
Community Service Director
310.377.1543, ext. 4182
becky.noble@chadwickschool.org
 

Mark Wiedenmann
Upper School Director
310.377.1543, ext. 4040
mark.wiedenmann@chadwickschool.org

Chadwick maintains relationships 
with more than 40 local nonprofit 
organizations, as well as international 
organizations, to offer students a chance 
to find a project that suits their passions 
and interests. As the program is constantly 
evolving, other opportunities may be 
available. 



A Global View
According to the Chadwick mission statement, 
“Students are prepared through experience 
and self-discovery to accept the responsibilities 
inherent in personal freedom and to contribute 
positively to contemporary society.” In a global 
society, that includes learning to embrace 
diversity in its broadest sense, to understand 
the benefits, challenges, traditions, and 
perspectives of other people and cultures, and 
to work together for the common good.

One of the ways that we prepare our students 
for their future as global citizens is through 
their participation in international community 
service projects. In the last few years, Chadwick 
students have helped to build roads and restore 
the Miraflor Nature Reserve in Nicaragua, 
tutor children and repair buildings at Mexican 
orphanages,  participate in a restoration 
project in Guatemala, and build latrines in the 
Dominican Republic, all under the auspices of 
Chadwick’s Community Service Program.

Chadwick Upper School students may also 
participate in projects available through 
Chadwick’s status as a full member of Round 
Square, a worldwide consortium of more than 
70 independent schools on five continents 
founded in 1968. All member schools share the 
same dedication to internationalism, democracy, 
environmentalism, adventure, leadership 
and service (IDEALS). Since 2006 Chadwick 
students have traveled to South Africa to work 
with children orphaned by AIDS, to Guatemala 
to aid in a water collection project, and to Peru 
to install technology at an elementary school 
high in the Andes as Round Square participants.

International Service Projects
Honduras – School building
Guatemala – Potable water project
Mexico – Tutoring and building
Nicaragua – Miraflor Nature Reserve 
 restoration and road building
Peru – Internet connectivity and 
 technology project
South Africa – AIDS orphans community 
 center project

“As a community, we simply believe that we can and should help others in both tangible and intangible ways ... and through service to others 
we learn about ourselves.”     — Becky Noble, Director Community Service Program

 “‘Third World Country’ was always just a term in a history book; however, our trip truly made this term come to life for me. ... I am proud to 
have been able to lend a helping hand in making someone else’s life better, and I am grateful for that opportunity.”    — Mark Trapani, ’10

At Chadwick, we believe that 
our core values of respect, 
responsibility, honesty, 
fairness, and compassion are 
best fulfilled by accepting an 
active and informed role in 
the world at large. One of the 
ways we encourage students 
to explore that role, and to 
fully appreciate the role they 
play in the world community, 
is through our community 
service program.

Through a wide range of 
weekly and monthly volunteer 
opportunities, students are 
able to evaluate the quality 
of their own lives and 
determine a sense of their 
personal capability – and 
responsibility – for improving 
the lives of others. From 
serving the homeless in local 
soup kitchens to supporting 
families in orphanages in 
less-developed regions of the 
globe, our students experience 
the diversity and complexity 
of the world firsthand while 
discovering their own passions 
and interests.

The community service 
program is available in various 
forms to all students in 
Kindergarten through Grade 
12. By building long-term, 
consistent and meaningful 
relationships with those in our 
community, it is hoped that 
the students will assume and 
appreciate their responsibility 
for improving the condition 
of the world and its people. 
Through service, they not 
only come to better know 
themselves, but to understand 
and respect the needs of 
others.

Village and Middle School Programs
Chadwick offers bi-monthly community service 
opportunities to its Village and Middle School 
students. As part of the program, students are able to 
tutor and serve dinner to the children at Toberman 
Neighborhood Center; participate in homework 
and after-school activities with children at Harbor 
Interfaith Shelter; visit with the children at Harbor-
UCLA Medical Center; participate in beach clean-ups 
and Eco Club activities; tutor children at the Boys 
and Girls Club of San Pedro; and play bingo with 
the elderly at Little Sisters of the Poor retirement 
community. These experiences instill an early sense of 
compassion and responsibility in the school’s younger 
students.

Upper School Programs
Chadwick offers several options for community 
service participation in the Upper School. Almost 
all Upper School students are involved in one or 
more programs before graduation, with more than 
300 (80 percent) choosing to engage in ongoing 
service projects. Between Monday and Thursday of 
each week during the school year, parent volunteers 
drive students to their chosen weekly service site in 
school vehicles. The consistency of the relationships 
established in the weekly service activities enables our 

students to truly get to know the people they serve; 
through that familiarity comes understanding, empathy 
and compassion. Weekly activities include tutoring 
elementary and middle school students, mentoring 
multiply-handicapped children, supporting disabled 
and at-risk preschoolers, working with brain-damaged 
adults in a recreational day program, engaging senior 
citizens in activities at local long-term care residences, 
and serving in a variety of on-campus opportunities. 

In addition to the weekly community service 
activities, Chadwick offers a wide variety of weekend 
opportunities that include monthly soup kitchens, 
international service trips, hospital work, beach clean-
ups and work with foster children. 

Senior Service 
At the culmination of their senior year, Chadwick 
students are expected to complete a senior 
project consisting of either three weeks of full-time 
continuous daily service at a local or international 
organization of their choice or a three-week outdoor 
education experience with other class members.
Approximately 40 percent of Chadwick students 
choose the service option each year, and many alumni 
have noted that the experience significantly influenced 
their future career or educational pathways.

Although Chadwick has 

absolutely no requirement 

for community service, nearly 

100 percent of Upper School 

students involve themselves in 

one or more service activities 

before graduating. Each year, 

hundreds of students, parent 

volunteers, teachers, and 

representatives from local and 

global service organizations work 

together to bring the program 

to life.

Partial List of Our Los Angeles-area Community Service Partners:

Caring, from the ground up

The Community Service Advisory Board (CSAB), 
comprised of 14 Upper School students, plays 
a powerful role in determining additional 
service activities at Chadwick. These students 
are responsible for creating and implementing 
activities that support service activities at 
either a domestic or international level. The 
CSAB meets twice a month to choose projects 
that both engage and educate the Chadwick 
Community regarding their responsibilities in 
the world. Activities include adopting families 
during the holidays, providing complete dinners 
to needy families for Thanksgiving, hosting the 
Torrance Turkey Trot Fun Run, sponsoring 
a blood drive for a local hospital, holding a 
Faculty Spelling Bee fundraiser to support an 
international service organization, and having 
a read-a-thon to supper inner-city literacy 
efforts. The opportunities are endless and are 
created through the imagination, enthusiasm and 
commitment of our students themselves.

E-Community
Heal the Bay
LAUNCH Preschool
Medical Care and Wellness Education
Mexican Orphanage Trips
Pediatric Therapy Network
Politics and the Environment:
Soup Kitchen
Student Pollworkers Project
Students for Sustainability
Tutoring Handicapped Children

Tutoring Special-Needs Children
Tutoring Socially-and Economically-
 Disadvantaged Children
Working with Brain-Injured Adults

Chadwick Community 
Opportunities:

Admirals
Community Service Board
Mariners

Commitment to Caring

Chadwick’s formal community service program was founded in 1981 and 
has been recognized by IBM, in association with U.S. News and World 
Report, as one of the six best community service programs in the United 
States.
 While the program is completely voluntary, students collectively 
donate more than 10,000 hours of their time each year to help those 
in need, in their own communities and around the world. What’s more, 
the experience has a strong and lasting impact on community service 
participants. In a recent survey of Chadwick alumni from the classes of 
1982–2007, 82 percent indicated that they have continued community 
service work after graduating from Chadwick School.


